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Common Q&A’s
What is antisemitism? 
Negative, hostile double-standards directed at individual Jews, Jews as a group, or the
Jewish nation-state (Israel).

What is distinctive about antisemitism? 
Cosmic-level evil and power are attributed to Jews. This leads to an obsessive,
disproportionate focus and hostility and to more discriminatory and punitive antisemitic
goals and treatment.

What explains antisemitism’s changing forms?
1) Characteristics of Jews, such as being a “covenantal” people with a religion at the root of
Christianity and Islam, and a diaspora people often living separately and functioning as a
“middleman” minority or having unusual economic and cultural prominence. 
2) Characteristics of antisemites, such as holding exclusivist or supremacist ideologies. 
3) Situational historical conditions, which often make Jews a vulnerable and politically useful
scapegoat.
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Key Takeaways
Ancient antisemitism, whether Graeco-Roman, Christian, or Islamic, often reacted
negatively to Jews clinging to their “covenantal” identity rather than adopting or
adequately submitting to the dominant identity or ideology. At the same time, Jews were
both weak and prominent, thus serving as useful scapegoats.

Modern antisemitism is most intensely associated with powerful supremacist ideologies—
especially Nazism, Marxism and its far-left spinoffs, and Islamic extremism. Again, Jews
have been both weak and prominent, serving as useful scapegoats.

This can be seen in today’s global “red-green” alliance between the far left and Islamic
extremists. The alliance explicitly aims to destroy Israel and its Jewish population. In the
short run, this also means harassing and intimidating “Zionist” Jews in the diaspora. In the
longer run, the alliance also seeks to eliminate Jews as a distinct people via forced
assimilation.
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